
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 18 May 2022] 

 p2440b-2440b 
Ms Simone McGurk 

 [1] 

WOMEN IN RESOURCES AWARDS 

Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.08 pm]: I rise today to inform the 
house that last week I had the privilege to represent the Premier at the 2022 Women in Resources Awards finalists 
breakfast reception. The awards are held by the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia and 
celebrate the achievements of women excelling in this male-dominated field. The purpose of the finalists breakfast 
reception is to congratulate the 18 finalists and celebrate women working in the WA resources sector. With women 
under-represented in STEM occupations and the resources sector, the Women in Resources Awards highlight 
outstanding women working and thriving in this sector. I have attended these awards for several years now and 
I am always encouraged by the continuous growth and commitment to educate and advocate for change in the 
resources sector.  

Awards like these are a positive step to increase the visibility of women in construction and challenge perceptions 
about traditional gender roles. Women represent 20 per cent of the mining and resources workforce in Western Australia. 
This is better than the national average of just 16 per cent, but it is clear we still have some way to go to achieve 
gender equality. The gender gap is caused by stereotypes about gender roles, unconscious bias in recruitment, lack 
of flexibility at work, and ongoing safety issues like sexual harassment. In order to create safer workplaces for 
everyone, it is crucial we increase women’s representation. 

The resources sector is a key driver of our economy. We need to ensure that women benefit from these job 
opportunities, and that Western Australia benefits from drawing upon the whole talent pool. These awards are 
important to support and recognise women in this industry, and to encourage more women and girls into this field. 
You cannot be what you cannot see. I want to take this opportunity to congratulate all the finalists for these awards, 
and I look forward to their dinner in a few weeks to find out the winners in each category. 
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